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Submission of report for Consideration of the Republic of Macedonia

at the 20the Session of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Introduction

This joint submission was prepared by the informal Coalition of organizations of persons with disabilities and human rights organizations, coordinated by the National Council of Disability Organizations of Macedonia
. In this process was used and assistance from OSCE in Skopje. 

The purpose of this submission is to present the views of the coalition related to State’s replies (CRPD/C/MK/Q/1/Add.1) to the List of Issues (CRPD/C/MK/Q/1) and to underline the areas of the Initial Report (CRPD/C/MKD/1) in order to assist the Committee in formulating the concluding observations during the 20th Session. 

The Coalition would like to emphasize that some of the State replies to the List of Issues are misrepresentative and are not addressing the situation relating the implementation of the CRPD in appropriate way and some are general and focusing on future activities. Therefore, the Coalition not only took the State’s replies as base for this submission and replied to the answers, but also reflected the current situation in areas not related to the questions and answers of the State.     

Addition these months Country will start EU negotiations about the opening chapters for the County EU accession. Due to that, this process is very important for Macedonia to start the revision of the legislation not just with the EU Directives but also and with the CRPD. 

List of Acronyms 

CSW - Center for Social Work 

CSW - Centers for Social Work 

EC – Electoral Code 

EU – European Delegation 

IPA – Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance

IPPG – Inter party parliamentary group for the right of people with disabilities

LPPD - Law on Prevention of and Protection from Discrimination (LPPD

MoLSP – Ministry of Labor and Social Policy 

NCOPDs

NGO – Non-government organization 

OPDs – Organizations of people with disabilities 

OSCE – Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
PwD - Person with Disability
RIA -   Regulatory impact assessment 

SEC – State Election Commission 

UNCRPD – United Nation Convention for the right of people with disabilities

UND - United Nations Development Program
UNICEF - The United Nations Children's Fund

USAID - United States Agency for International Development 
Submission of recommendation for the Consideration for Republic of Macedonia at the 20the Session of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Article (1-4) General Obligations 

The absence of general linkage of disability with the equality and the exercise of fundamental rights and freedoms, including and the terminology inconsistency indicate that there is low level of understanding of disability as human right issue and is requiring substantial changes in the approach to the overall legal framework. In the Constitution
, the spirit of traditional treatment of disability ("invalidity") is fostered as problem of the individual and in that sense, a safeguard clause in the framework of social protection is envisaged.  There is variety and mixture of outdated terms in the legislation. The existing definitions reflect the medical paradigm of disability and do not correspond with the principles of dignity, non-discrimination, and equality. The PwDs is narrowly defined and presented as helpless and infirm. Within the same Law are used and different terminologies for describing the children / persons with disabilities depending from the reason how disability had occur.  
The Law on Prevention of and Protection from Discrimination (LPPD)
 does not define disability, nor does it define the protected group – persons with disability. 

After the ratification of the CRPD in 2011, the State did not undertake any comprehensive review and did not develop strategic framework for harmonization of the legislation with the CRPD. The lack of cross-sector cooperation, financial implications, lack of unified voice of OPDs, lack of political will are some of the reasons for this.  The RIA
 within all it procedures, guideline and regulations does not include any reference relating to compliance with the CRPD. 
The National Coordinative Body for Equal Rights of PwDs
 was established in accordance with the UN Standard Rules for Equal Opportunities of PwDs and has served as bridge between the Government and the NCOPDs
. This body had the mandate to coordinate the implementation of the National Strategy
. However, its mandate and structure was not in line with CRPD provisions. 

We recommend: 

· The State should open negotiation process for EU accession and reforms, legislations and chapters within to be revised and enhanced with the CRPD. 

· The State should defined appropriate terminology and definition for children and PwD, reflecting the human right approach in cooperation with the OPDs and Parents’ organizations and to revise all laws.
· The State should adopt human rights-based approach to disability in all its laws, policies, measures, and to educate and raise the awareness of policymakers, professionals and the public in general on the rights of PwD enshrined in the CRPDand its Optional Protocol. 

· The State should take the necessary measures to create structured dialogue with independent budget line and sufficient funding for coordination among institutions, agencies and bodies and conduct meaningful consultation with the participation of PwD, including women, and girls and boys with disabilities, through their organizations.

· The State should review the RIA and modify it in order to include more comprehensive list of issues to improve and assess compliance with the CRPD and ensure that disability rights impact assessments are integral part of the legislative process.
Specific rights 5 – 30  

Disability is not part of the general clause on equality. In its Article 9, the Constitution
 of the R. Macedonia foresees general clause on equality that does not mention disability as ground of discrimination. The LPPD
 (Art.3) explicitly is mentioning mental and physical impairment as ground of discrimination and refers to it as multiple discrimination. Even through this provision is positive, it remains limited in the material scope of protection of economic and social rights. Therefore, the concept of reasonable accommodation is limited, i.e. only refers to infrastructure and services
. Those limitations are bypassed in the new Law that should to be enacted this year. 

The mechanisms for discrimination are not efficient when it comes to people with disabilities. In the period between 2011- 2016 Commission against discrimination received 44 complaints based on disability and established discrimination only in 3 cases. When it comes to the court’s protection, in the period between 2011 and 2016 only 1 procedure was initiated for discrimination on the ground of disability, in which the court made positive decision. There is lack of effective recognizing and equal protection of PwD who may be subjected to intersectional discrimination, such as PwD who are members of different ethnic groups, 

We recommend 

· The State should revise all legislation to incorporate the definition of disability-based discrimination that clearly includes all forms of discrimination on grounds of disability, including multiple and intersecting discrimination.
· The State should take awareness-raising measures to encourage reporting on discrimination and ensure access to accessible information on rights under the Convention and on available measures for submitting complaints.
· The State should take awareness-raising measures to encourage reporting on discrimination and ensure access to accessible information.
Article 6 – Women with disabilities 

The existing Legislation considering women
 didn’t encompasses specific measures and the activities considering the women and girls with disabilities. The gap is obvious even within the poor statistic data. For example in Employment agency
 registered unemployed “invalid persons“ persons with disability is 1.490 persons out of which 483 are women with disabilities and from the special secondary schools for students with disabilities
 out of 236 students with disability in total for the year 2015/ 2016 only 64 are female students with disabilities. In addition, within the movement of people with disability majority of the OPDs are men versus parent’s organizations where majority are female. OPDs are not paying enough attention considering this issue. 

We recommend 

· The State should include disability perspective in all gender equality legislation, policies and programs with the gender budgeting strategy and develop specialized policies for women with disabilities.
· The State should develop affirmative actions to advance the rights of women and girls with disabilities.
· The State should ensure effective participation of women and girls with disabilities, through representative organizations in consultations, political participation and decision-making processes.
Article 7 Children with disabilities 

There is no specific legislation considering the rights of children with disability in the country i.e. lex specials for citizens with disability. Within the Law
 there is a provision connected with the special allowance/ fiscal benefits which are provided to the one of the parent or guardian for “children with special need who has impairment in physical and mental development” up to the age of 26 years. From this construction, persons with disability up to the age of 26 years are treated as children. This matrix by default is transferred in all spheres.

Parents’ awareness and information however is still limited; they lack the knowledge necessary to develop successful strategies in demanding rights for children with disability. There is fragmentation among parents and competition, which impairment is more important. 

The revision of the Day Care Centers is very debatable. Now, it is fashion to create day care centers for all diagnoses and rare diseases. The existing standard for day care centers is adult focused and do not address principles relating to the: ‘best interests of the child’ and “best will of the Person”. The existing mechanism of evaluation of the services is oriented to collecting ongoing monitoring data rather than outcome-based evaluation of the services. There is lack of needs assessment on the ground for children/persons with disabilities. There is lack of trained staff, lack of network and infrastructure and as well as lack of properly defined quality standards for disability. There is no data about children with disability, except for those who are beneficiaries of special allowances. The only allowance, the municipality (by own discretion and will) is giving to children with disabilities is the fee for transport from home to school. 
We recommend 

· The State should explicitly incorporates CRPD rights, including the principle of the best interest of the child into legislation, policies and programs and service standards, operational procedures and compliance frameworks that apply to children and young people in general.

· The State should develop comprehensive strategies and mechanisms to ensure that children and young people with disability can fully and equally participate in consultations, decision-making processes and policy development that affect the lives of children and young people.

· The State should provide continuous support for the child from the moment of assessment of disability towards independent living and to organize it through number of services that ensure the possibility of choice of services that best fit the needs of the children.
· The state should take swift measures aimed at deinstitutionalization of children and allocate all necessary resources to ensure that they have access to all necessary services in the context of community care instead in the context of day-care centers or any other segregated settings.
Article 8 – Awareness raising 

The undertaken activities mentioned in the State reply are projects based
. There is no national targeted strategy to raise awareness of people with disability in all their diversity. 
The medical model of perceiving disability prevails in the country. 30% of citizens believe that the barriers should be removed, 44% state that citizens with disabilities need medical care and services, while 25% think that citizens with disabilities should be included in the society as much as possible
. 

Citizens with disabilities have some basic knowledge on the rights set forth in the Convention. In the recent research
, only 45.6% of citizens with disability stated they know about UNCRPD, and 54,4 % don’t know
, in comparison with the citizen without disabilities where  36 % from the general public said they have heard about CRPD, while 67 % they haven’t. 

Although these researchers are based on the citizens’ perceptions and do not considered facts they are, however significant indicator for the current position of the PwD.  The last action in Timjanik
 (the opening group home for children with disability in the village Timjanik), only confirms that as result of the low awareness in the country and firstly among the stakeholders, the ableism toward people with disability in society is in progress. 

All measures considering dissemination and trainings in accessible formats for CRPD were made by OPDs. There is lack of consultation and involvement of the OPDs. The Government did not undertake measures to disseminate and facilitate understanding of the CRPD in accessible formats, including, sign language and other alternate modes of communication across the country. 

We recommend 

· The State should develop strategy across all governmental sections to address awareness rising of the rights of people with disability in all their diversity.

· The State should support OPDs to increase the capacities of citizens with disabilities in order to be more aware about their right and CRPD and provide training within all governmental sectors.  
· The State should translate the Convention into sign language and organize training programs for the public and private media. 
· The State should develop comprehensive campaigns about the CRPD and combat prejudice against PwD, including women and girls, and especially persons with psychosocial disabilities, intellectual disabilities and older PwD. 
Article 9 – Accessibility 

The legislation in the area of physical accessibility
 provides systematized and complete approach to the exercise of the right to physical access, but without specific and effective measures and sanction for its implementation. The Government Action Plan
 obliged the public institutions to make their building accessible.  The Law is not implemented/being implemented and adhered by commercial and private entities. 

New buildings are constructed without the necessary accessibility standards and the old buildings are not adapted and adjusted at all. The accessibility of the state and public institutions is largely insufficient (lack of ramps, or ramps that cannot be used, lifts, adapted toilets etc.).

The legal regulation in transport
  does not regulate standards for universal design. Even though the city buses in the Capitol have ramps, they are not in function. The drivers are not educated to work with them. The intercity busses are not accessible at all. Several trains nowadays are accessible. The train stations in Skopje with support of IPA funds is accessible but the other train stations are not. 
The legal regulation in transport and with a decision of City of Skopje, benefits for free transport are provided for PwDs, but only for those who are members of OPDs. With those provisions, the State is making discrimination and is denying the right for association, forcing them to become members in OPDs only to get free ticket for the transport in the Capitol, to receive free parking lot and for the transport through the country not to pay pay-toll. In addition to denying the right for association, there is also paradox where some of those benefits cannot be used, since the transport is not accessible. The legislation in the area of access to information
 and access to goods and services
 does not provide systematic and comprehensive approach to exercise of the right of access to information, goods and services for PwD without discrimination and at equal base with others. 

The level of cooperation between the Government and OPDs considering the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the accessibility standards is on minimum. 

The National Strategy for equalization of the opportunities for people with invalidity (revised) 2010 – 2018 was coordinated by the National Coordinative Body for equal rights of persons with invalidity in R. Macedonia and managed by the NC of DPOs. Each year with Government decision are allocated 1.000.000 MKD (16.300 Euros) for this body. There are not available reports; from the NCOPDs are sending the reports to the Government and they are approved.  
We recommend:

· The State should revise all legislation and appropriate sanctions with aim to include accessibility following the “Universal Design” approach concerning environments, services and goods and alternative means of communication such as easy-to read, Braille speech to text support and sign language.
· The State should revise the Law on Building by introducing concrete monitoring and sanction measures for ensuring full accessibility of public and private facilities. 

· The State should take measures where PWDs should participate in the regulatory bodies.
· The State should revise and repeal provisions which are providing benefits to citizens with disabilities based on membership in OPDs and diagnose. 

· The State should promote universal design for all buildings, public services and public transport with particular focus on applicable information and communications technology solutions, in consultation with PwD and their representative organizations.
Article 11 – Situation of risk and humanitarian emergency 

The legislation
, guidelines
 managed and coordinated by the National Protection and Rescue Directorate in this field do not incorporate disability or accessibility and support to people with disabilities. There no provision considering the accessible equipment for people with disability and there is no provision for obligatory trainings. The training done with the UNDP was project. 

We recommend 

· The State should revise the legislation, policies and guidelines to ensure that Disaster Risk Reduction management and humanitarian aid is accessible and inclusive for PwD and include guidelines on accessible information and communication in emergencies.

Article 12 – Equal Recognition before the Law 

Equal recognition before the law is restricted as PwD are often denied or have restricted legal capacity on the basis of disability based discrimination. It will be great step if the changes are toward replacement of the exiting guardianship system with the supported decision-making system and to ensure that the rights, will and preferences of the person are respected. 

We recommend 

· The State should repeal all discriminatory provisions allowing deprivation of legal capacity based on impairment and develop and implement supported decision-making mechanisms that respect the autonomy, will and preferences of the person concerned.
· The State should do all changes and establish the new supported decision-making system in close cooperation and consultation with OPDs 
Article 13 - Access to Justice 

In general, the provisions for PwDs in this matter are not predicted in single laws and are leaving wider scope for inconsistency and incomplete regulation of this matter. Thus, for example, the provisions for enabling the participation of people with speaking and hearing impairment in court proceedings are not the same in all laws that refer to court proceedings, which is inconsistent approach to this issue. There are no obligations concerning the equalization of the access of PwD to justice and the institutions of justice. Therefore, consideration should be given to the adoption of separate Law on the Rights of PwDs, which would complement the LPPD and would be lex specialis in relation to it. A big problem is the system of guardianship and it will have to be changed with supported decision-making system. 
The Law on free legal aid
 is including citizens with disabilities, but only those that do not generate incomes based on earnings or income from immovable property. There are not measures about the accessible communication and are not predicted trainings for the providers. Some training
 was delivered to the Academy for Judges by Polio Plus. Those training are not continuous and the disability is not part of the catalogue-training program within the Academy.   
We Recommend 

· The State should enact appropriate legislation, ensure removal of all barriers to access to justice and develop guidelines and protocols to provide procedural, gender and age-appropriate accommodations based on the free choice and preference, including the provision of information and communications in accessible formats.
·  The State should adopt separate Law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which would complement the Law on Prevention and Protection against Discrimination and would be lex specialis.

· The state should give support for OPDs to conduct trainings for layers, judges, providers of free legal aid and training considering disability 
Article 16 – Freedom from exploration, violence and abuse 

Within the Family Law
, a family violence among others groups is including the “family members whose legal capacity has been partially or completely taken away. The National Strategy
 for prevention and protection from family violence 2012 - 2015 recognized persons with disability (persons with invalidity) as victims.  The Law on Prevention and Protection against Domestic Violence
 don’t explicitly prohibit the exploitation, violence and abuse toward PwD. The disability is not included in all research done for the family violence. The shelter centers for victims of family violence are not accessible and there are not accessible services for support. The providers for support have not been trained. Mostly the victims with disability are requiring support from OPDs. 

There are numerous systematic violations
 and abuses
 within the institutions where persons with disability are situated and the State did not take any concrete measures. In the Institution of Demir Kapija, 375 persons have died within those 22 years; in 2016 - 9 people have died which is opening the questions about the circumstances of their death
. 

We recommend:

· The State should enhanced the exiting legislations, national policies to prevent all forms of violence, abuse and ill-treatment, in public and private spheres against PwD in particular women with disabilities and make all information in accessible formats and awareness-raising for PwD and their families. 
· The State should conduct investigation into all allegations of violence and abuse of PwD in institutions, conduct the investigation of suspicious causes of deaths of residents of institutions, provide compensation for victims and sanction for perpetrators. The State should collect statistical data on the number of prosecutions, convictions and the sentences imposed on perpetrators. 

· The State should ensure that women and girls with disabilities exposed to violence can obtain access to the network of shelters and crisis centers with legal, medical and psychological assistance, effective remedies and adequate compensation.

Article 19 Independent living and inclusion in the community 
Besides the evident lack of support services in the community, the existing services were not following the human rights approach. The real services for support for independent living of citizens with disabilities are missing.  
The expiring National Strategy for Deinstitutionalization
 did not deliver the expected outcomes. Less than 120 persons, i.e. children and adults, mainly with intellectual disabilities got the possibility to live in foster care and group homes. Currently there are 3 residential institutions for PwD with total number of 320 residents. A recent study on deinstitutionalization has emphasized the fact that the State is still spending double budget for institutions compared to community-based services. 
The foster careers are usually persons/families with low income and their interest in fostering children with disabilities is mainly financial. Monitoring of the foster care is lacking. The function of the indicated 30 day care centers should be improved in order to deliver person centered care and support. Their work should be focused on the rights and needs of children with disability and more community oriented. There are numerous problems that occur in everyday work of the day centers, such as the inappropriate working hours, transportation, heating during the winter period etc. 

The so called “independent living with assistance” services are group homes concentrated in two municipalities. Unfortunately, these services are considered as final solution, instead being intermediary structures that later would be transformed into real independent living. 
The independent living of PwD mainly depends on the informal support networks. The needed support services are not developed and are mainly part of public day care centers for children and NGO day care centers for adults with intellectual disabilities. Deinstitutionalization is widely understood as solely resettlement of PwD in small group homes. So far, no independent-living arrangements have been made and no personalized services were developed.   

We acknowledge that deinstitutionalization and development of community services are high priority of the current Government. The new National Strategy on deinstitutionalization is formulating the priorities into ambitious action plan, but there is big concern about the implementation of the new strategy, as the previous one did not fulfilled its goals. At the same time, measures are lacking for prevention of institutionalization, because with the determined moratoria of new admissions in the institutions, and with the lack of housing options and support services in the community, the PwD and their families are under tremendous pressure. The mentioned allowances that are regulated by the Law on Social Protection are uniform and not following the amount of care and support needed by the PwD in individual manner, and cannot be understood as means of support for independent living. 

We recommend: 

· The State should allocate sufficient resources to ensure that services in the community are available, accessible, affordable, and acceptable and accommodating so that PwD may exercise their right to live independently and be included in communities. 
· The State should strengthen the national and municipal capacity to implement deinstitutionalization in close cooperation with OPD.

· The State should undertake comprehensive planning approach towards the service delivery process, including mapping of the needs for support services at local level, licensing and accreditation of the service providers based on quality standards, personal planning and beneficiary involvement procedures, procedures for financing, monitoring and evaluation of the support service etc. by involving OPDs.  

· The State should develop wide range of decentralized support services based on person-centered approach by involving OPDs. 

Article 20 – Personal Mobility 

The indicated program for personal assistance is a pilot program that is about to start. 100 PwD should benefit from personal assistants that have been trained by the Red Cross. OPDs were not involved in the training and MoLSP marginally consulted them. Personal assistance is not developed as systematic solution.

As with the achievements of the rights of the social services, as well as with the health services, the basic strand through which the services are provided is the age and the degree of disability, which is serious discriminatory practice based on age and unequal access to PwD with regard to the right to use health services. Due to the age limit and the treatment of PwD up to 26 years of age as children, citizens with disabilities face limited access in providing aids and medications. 

Event for the supply of electromotor wheelchair the state is making direct discrimination toward persons with disability. Within the Rulebook
 is stated, “Insured persons with permanent invalidity from 7 to 26 years of age and over 65 years of age have the right to use scooter with electric motor”. With this provision, people with disability between 26 and 65 years old are not eligible. Additionally the participation costs for orthopaedic shoes are unaffordable for people with disability.

The State does not take effective measures to ensure and facilitate the access by PwD to assistive technologies and it does not encourage entities that produce and promote assistive ICT. There is no company, which produces and offers assistive ICT devices and software on the market. OPDs and NGO service provider lead the promotion of assistive ICT use. 

We recommend 

· The State should adopt proper legislation to guarantee personal assistants including regulatory mechanisms according the principle from independent living where OPDs/DPOs will have active role. 
· The State should repeal all provisions within the legislation and by – laws that are making discrimination on the ground of age and disability.  

· The State should ensure the availability and support for the acquisition of high-quality mobility aids and assistive technologies, tailored to individual requirements.
Article 21 Freedom of expression and opinion and aces to information 

The legislation in the access to information does not provide systematic and comprehensive approach towards the exercise of the right to access information for people with disabilities without discrimination and on equal base with others. The Law for sign language is not accepted as language but “as a natural way of communication”. The Law for sign language is giving right to people with hearing impairment to use the sign language i.e. the state will pay for interpreter, if the person is appearing as party or participant in proceedings before state bodies for up to 30 hours a year, which on the other side means limiting the use of the sign language in the private sphere
.  In the country there are only 24 interpreters for sing language
.  There are no single provisions that are stimulating the use of the Braille alphabet. The legal framework envisages minimum obligations for providing available and accessible programs for people with disabilities with emphasis on persons with sensory disability only in the public service. In parallel, the setup is quite limited both from the aspect of the coverage of disabilities issue and from the aspect of the number of accessible and available programs. All media are physically inaccessible
. 
There is no systematic approach for training the media professionals with skills as well as to encourage journalists to recognize discrimination against people with disabilities, to promote the voice of PwDs, to use appropriate language when addressing to recognize and question the existing negative stereotypes and prejudices toward people with disabilities. 

The national e-inclusion strategy was quite well developed. Although the strategy itself obliges all public Internet portals to be accessible, still in reality the situation is totally different. 
We recommend 

· The State should completely change and enhance the legislation corpus in order to introduce anti-discrimination clause and concrete technical measures to make sure that the needs of persons with all kinds of disabilities are taken into consideration.
· The State should include provision where the broadcaster’s houses will provide greater number of programs and shows accessible and available for all PwD taking into consideration the citizens from other ethnic communities. 

· The State should recognize the sign language as national language and include measures that would promote the learning of the sign language that would lead to greater number of sign language interpreters. In addition, it is necessary to regulate the issue of the use of the Braille alphabet.

Article 23 Respect for the Home and the Family 

The Law on Family is obvious example of discrimination and human rights abuse against persons with intellectual disability concerning right to marriage. The minimum legal age for marriage is 18. A court can issue marriage license to persons between the ages of 16 and 18 if it finds them mentally and physically fit for marriage. This provision within the legislation is discriminating against persons with mental and intellectual disability to marry and they need to get certificate that they know and understand, prior to obtaining certificate on the genetic inheritance code. Additionally the same Law, considering the right for adoption is discriminatory against persons with disability. Namely, within the listed criteria are those whose physical disability is of such a degree that it can reasonably be doubted that they are able to take care for a child”.  

Comprehensive information, services and support to children with disabilities and their families are missing in order to prevent hiding, abandoning, neglecting and segregation in this matter. The support to families is regulated through the Law for Social Protection, and Law on Family. There is huge discrepancy between the support that the State is giving and providing to families that have a child with disabilities and the foster care families
. 
There are State no campaign and continues awareness rising in this matter. “Would you accept or your family member to marry a person with physical disability” - 63% of the respondents would not accept, while 85% of the respondent would not accept people with intellectual disability. 

We recommend 

· The State should change the legislation corpus considering the discriminative provision for PwD right to marriage and adoption. 

· The State should provide adequate legal protection and promote training of judicial and social professionals to ensure that PwD are not discriminated against and during legal and administrative proceedings concerning their sexual and reproductive rights, right to create family and legal custody of their children.
Article 24 Education 

The legislation corpus in the field of education does not provide systematic and complete approach to the realization of the right to education for children and persons with disability on equal basis with others.  The Law on Primary and Secondary Education contains anti-discrimination clause, which does not explicitly cover disability. The new law for primary education
 on the grounds of discrimination has included disability the description is “a different degree of functionality”
. 
The State lacks understanding what personal, educational teacher and what special educator is. The existing curriculum does not have program for educational assistance or special educator. The Special schools are also inaccessible
.
Those children with disabilities who are in inclusive education settings are not provided with the necessary support or accommodation and the main challenge is that the country lacks comprehensive roadmap, tools and trained professionals effectively to educate children with disabilities in the regular education setting.
The trainings for the teachers provided through the UNICEF support are not part of the regular educational system where the teachers even in the Pedagogy Faculty.  There are 332 central primary schools in the Republic of Macedonia, and the number of employed special educators cover only one third of the schools. The indicated 31 schools in the state’s reply cover only 10% of primary schools in the country. The numbers of schools that have been included within the UNICEF’s project cover only 3% of the schools in the country.
69% of teachers who are working with children with disabilities and 50% of all teachers think that children with disability should not attend in regular classes
. 38% of parents of children with disabilities said that they have faced and still are facing with discrimination
.  

The absence of early intervention as important component of the service chain reflects the later development of children and their involvement in the regular flows of social life.
We recommend 

· The State should change the whole legislative corpus in the field of education in the direction of explicitly prescribing prohibition of discrimination on grounds of disability.

· The State should include disability as part of the Faculty of Pedagogy curriculum and to develop inclusive education standards, teacher-training standards for general education and special education instructors, screening standards as well as minimal standards for reasonable accommodations and accessible infrastructure.

· The State should do urgent improvement of the accessibility of the educational institutions and intensification of the process of assistive information technology introduction in the mainstream educational system in systematic and sustainable manner.
· The State should create regulatory framework and policy for involvement of the required services for support according disability and respecting the will and choose of children, pupils and adults with disabilities. 

Article 25 Heath 
Disability is missed as ground of discrimination in the Law on Protection of Patients' Rights. There is lack of training on communication and access to PwD, especially persons with intellectual disability as patients by the medical staff
.  As a result of the age limit and the treatment of people with disabilities up to the age of 26 as children, citizens with disabilities face limited access to free health care, cures, treatments, aids and medicaments. The Law on Health Insurance provides exemption from participating in covering the costs for using health care services for children or for people with disabilities up to 26 years of age only, but not for older persons. Besides basic health packages, tertiary care is distant for people with disabilities
. The legal provision beside the protection does not have provisions for the promotion of health care. The training standards for non-medical staff is lacking (double path for maternity nurses, the unspecified mandate of the special education teacher) and systematic engagement of resources on the ground (developmental paediatricians, families, speech therapists) which represent critical elements that influence the prospects for developing common standards and manners of care. 

The Rulebook on indications for exercising the right to orthopaedic aids and other provide limited possibilities for people with disabilities to use the defined orthopaedic and other aids, which at the same time have low quality and are restricted by the age and time of use. All administrative procedure for health services are complicated due to the requirement for numerous administrative documents and proofs as well as PwD need to go to different commissions for the same request
, most of which are in inaccessible objects: 67.24%, indicated the unavailability of health services, and mainly due to the physical inaccessibility of the healthcare institutions
. 

Gynaecological clinics and maternity hospitals are unavailable and accessible
  for women with disabilities, there is no trained staff, no equipment (no accessible chairs for women with disabilities), and no information, especially in the smaller towns in the country.  The disadvantageous approach was pointed out by the Ombudsman”
. 

Early identification is not developed yet, and parents are pointing out that they are forced to find their own way through the system, especially those in the rural area.  There is only one dental equipment for children / persons with disability placed at the Dental clinic in the Capital. 

. 

The main purpose of the information system “Moj Termin (My Appointment)
” is scheduling appointments at selected doctors, and is not used to analyze the provision of the range, quality and standard of healthcare for PwD.

We recommend 

· The State should enhance the legislation in order to allow PwD to use free primary, secondary and tertiary health protection in accordance with the need arising from the disability and enhance it by explicitly prescribing the prohibition of discrimination based on disability, as well as their compulsory inclusion in the mechanisms for protection of patients’ rights. 

· The State should develop and adopt regulatory framework for various types of primary, secondary and tertiary health services that will guarantee high level of accessibility for PwD to participate in the community, as well as the distinction and development of services for rehabilitation and habilitation. 

· The State should revise the Rulebook on the indications for exercising the right to orthopaedic and other devices and its synchronization with the CRPD and to define the quality, accessibility and their right to choice of devices necessary for independent life.
· The State should ensure that e-health services, as well as mobile health devices and services are fully accessible and safe to be use by disabled patients, family members, personal assistants and health care staff; 
· The State should facilitate equal access to disability specific health care services, as well as to mainstream services, such as dental and eye care, sexual and reproductive health and preventive services, including telemedicine; 
Article 26 Habilitation and Rehabilitation 
The State has lack of understanding the concept of habilitation and rehabilitation for PwD. The habilitation services are not defined within the system. 

The State has not yet developed any policy for services for support. The project based services that are created based on different definitions of disability and leads to disparity in access to support and services, by which understanding of disability is regarded as health condition or ‘disorder’.  The critics are focused on the process of work abilities assessment, where the State observes “the Work Capability Assessment through the medical ‘lens’, rather than recognizing the interactions between impairment and barriers faced by PwD
”. The State doesn’t make it possible to reserve contracts for OPDs to deliver social, health and other services provided directly to the person.

Considering the professional rehabilitation, Macedonia has not developed system for professional rehabilitation for persons with or without disability. With support of EU Polio Plus with the Economic Chamber of Macedonia had established Disability Employment Centre. Even the Government has agreed that this Centre is more than necessary; the State did not provided support for the Centre, but instead initiated other project for professional rehabilitation.
 The trainings provided by the Government 
and services providers are project based.

The enacted new National Strategy for deinstitutionalization, due to the poor developed infrastructure of services for support, services for habitation and rehabilitation, not defined costs for disability, and non-trained service providers, beneficiaries cannot have a “life” and the new created supported homes will become mini institutions
. 
In practice, the process of deinstitutionalization is facing number of problems that are also stated by the Ombudsman”
 For the institutional care, the state allocates large amounts of funds, which in practice cannot provide dignified life of PwD
. Studies show that PwD are the most discriminated in the provision of inclusion in the community, due to the existence of numerous prejudices. At the local level, there is neither adequate infrastructure, nor acceptable mechanism for allocation of funds for social protection that will not be only reduced to material protection, but would also provide other aspects of the social inclusion
. 

The good will of the State through MoLSP to provide spa rehabilitation
 to the persons entailed to mobility, blindness and deafness allowance was ad-hoc measure. The medical rehabilitation needs to be provided continuously for persons with disability and the service needs to be available, accessible with good quality and affordable. None of those standards are fulfilled by the State.     

We recommend 

· Development of compulsory minimum quality standards for rehabilitation and rehabilitation services for PwD, including children with disabilities.

· The State to support the development of rehabilitation services and facilitate partnerships between the main actors involved in the development and delivery of the rehabilitation services.

· The State to collect and disseminate evidence of the effectiveness of rehabilitation services, including social rehabilitation.

· To be establish and to be carry out Policy for comprehensive system of support services with concrete specification of control and coordination instruments. New services need to be additionally developed, as well as profiles that will meet the needs of citizens with disabilities. 

· The State to introduce new approach in categorizing/ assessment based on the human rights approach that will ensure active participation of PwD in commissions for categorization of PwD.
Article 27 Work and Employment  

Article 6 of the Law on Labor Relations explicitly prohibits discrimination in general but does not provide instruction on discrimination and does not prohibit any discriminatory advertisements or statements on the grounds of disability (Article 24, p2)
.  These provisions are being derogated with the provisions of the Law on Civil Servants, whereby general health capability is stated as prerequisite for employment. The same provisions can also be found in the Law on Courts (Article 45 paragraph 1 point 3), the Law on the Police (Article 95) and others
. This law is abounding with numerous terminologies for disability. The Law for Employment of Invalid persons needs to reflect the social model of understanding disability
 and implement new affirmative measures that could lead from closed “sheltered” employment to employment in the open labor market and supported employment, today is opposite.  The State needs to repeal the “school example” of systematic discrimination in the form of harassment, based on the law. The provision in Article 4 p. 5 foresees that "[a]n invalid person may be an employer or carry out the duties of responsible person at employer, if the person receives a positive opinion from the Commission at the MoLSP…”. Such defined provision that requires finding and opinion on the ability of the PwD performing managerial functions is discriminatory
.  There are no data related to disability or statistics for active, employed and unemployed persons with disability. 

We recommend 

· The State should amend and harmonize the Law on Labor Relations, expressly prohibiting discriminatory advertisements or statements on the basis of disability, and the introduction of provision that would require reasonable accommodation for PwD. 

· The State should take measure to distinguish between the health condition and working ability and abilities of PwD. 

· The State should repeal the provision ‘general health condition’, which restricts the access of PwD to jobs in the state administration, judiciary and the lawyers practice. 

· The State should enact completely new Law for employment of people with disability that will promote their employment in open labor market and will create adequate mechanisms for participation and monitoring for DPOs and PwD in the management of the Special fund. 

· The State should take measures to ensure that employment in sheltered companies is transitional solution towards full employment in the open labor. 

· The State should adopt legislation for professional rehabilitation and support the services for professional rehabilitation provided by OPDs. 

Article 28 – Social Security 
The Law on Social Protection
 (Article 20, para. 1) provides general anti-discrimination clause, but unfortunately disability is not covered as separate basis of discrimination, which is a major drawback, given the large number of rights and benefits that arising from this Law. 
All benefits / allowance for citizens with disabilities are entitled for citizen with disabilities from 26 years and onwards. The citizens from 18 up to age of 26 years are in “dead end”. The existing form of social financial assistance does not address the problems of the recipients, but instead, keeps them trapped at the bottom of society, contributing to the trans-generational transmission of poverty and increasing the social exclusion of citizens with disabilities. The social protection allowances
 are not ensuring adequate standard of living for PwD and equal access to social support. It is fragmented by the material status of the person and/or the family, type and level of impairment, age etc. 

In addition, the position of the beneficiary is further aggravated with the requirements for documentation and obtaining opinions from the same profile of specialists grouped into different committees assessments (due to different definitions of disability across sectors, leads to disparity in access to support and services), responsible for different benefits, for which each beneficiary has to pay. The social institutions are inaccessible. There is huge discrepancy in the financial support that the state is giving to families of child/ person with disabilities and those that are given to the foster families.  

The disadvantage of PwD regarding the age limit and the possibility to use social benefits before and after the age of 26 was challenged by two initiatives to the Constitutional Court. Despite the negative case law on this issue, this practice constitutes discrimination based on the age of PwD
.

The national policies in this regard are trying to provide unified and strategic approach when it comes to citizens with disabilities, especially in terms of accessibility and availability of services, but without any success, due to the medical approach to this issue. In this matter the revised National Strategy for Reduction of Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010-2020
 is predicting ambition results concerning citizens with disabilities, still the lack of consistency across the sectors in the understanding of disability, adapting to and applying the human rights model and its evolving concept of disability, the implementation of the same will led to insufficient results. 

We recommend 

· The State should revise the Law on Social Protection and relevant by-laws by introducing disability among the anti-discrimination clause, as well as complete change of the approach towards PwD from the medical, rehabilitation, charity and defectological  to approach based on human rights and aligning the compensation on the grounds of disability for all PwD according their needs. 

· The State should repeal the provisions for PwD to be eligible to use the social measures / allowance from the age of 26 and they should be set at the age of 18 years and certain allowances should be entitled to children with disabilities.   

· The State should develop and provide targeted, personalized and satisfying social protection in all its forms for children and PwD and provide material support for the biological families on equal basis with the foster families. 

Article 29 – Political participation
 

Even the legislation corpus provide environment for political participation of citizens still the political participation of PwD is not ensured and there is no comprehensive and binding legislation as guarantee that PwD can exercise their electoral rights.  

According to the EC
, the right to vote is available for all persons above 18 years of age who have legal capacities. A provision formulated in this way is restrictive and limited in its definition of the legal capacity. Moreover, the provision stipulates that citizens can exercise their right to vote only in the place / municipality where they are living. This means that the provision excludes certain number of citizens with disabilities who reside in institutions, and citizens with disabilities who are temporarily in medical centers and institutions, or rehabilitation centers, during the election period. 

The established medical model of perceiving disability, the inconsistencies in the Constitution and the entire legal corpus excludes all PwD, particularly persons with intellectual and psychosocial disability. 

The EC does not take into account the principle of equality and non-discrimination, or the institutes of reasonable accommodation and universal design. There is no legal obligation to keep records of citizens with disabilities. Additional problem is the inaccessibility of polling stations
. The elections campaign does not include any obligations providing information in available and accessible manner. Only 9% of PwD consider that information during the elections is accessible and available. 30% of citizens with disabilities said they were unable to exercise their right to vote due to the inaccessibility of the polling stations. The political parties, associations, broadcasting companies and regulatory bodies have no legal obligation to be responsible and to initiate proactive measures to ensure access to information on political debates, campaigns and there are no provisions that require broadcasting companies to prepare their programs and information during the elections so that they are accessible and available for PwD. 

During the elections, the emphasis on the issue of disability is exclusively placed on sick and the infirm people, i.e. they regularly provide information on how many helpless and sick people exercised their right to vote on the day prior to the election. 

Considering the functioning and work of the IPPG, it has to be noted that in those 15 years of existence of IPPG, the Government has not provided any support for that group. Polio Plus is doing all technical and administrative work for the group.
We recommend:
· The State should repeal all provisions within the legislation denying the right of political participation and ensure freely exercise of right to elect and be elected, without any limitation due to their disability.

· The State should to introduce affirmative measures such as “quota system” in combination with “empty chair” for the accelerated involvement of PwD in the political and public life, taking into account gender representation. 

· The State should take systemic measures, which will allow any election campaign to be designed and implemented in accessible and available way for PwD by taking into account other ethnic communities.
· The State should continuously raise awareness of citizens with disabilities in order to provide protection against discrimination and to encourage them to initiate procedures and use the existing legal mechanisms for protection.
· The State should take measures and mechanisms in order to establish binding cooperation between political parties and OPDs, and ensure financial support for IPPG, taking into consideration the General comments on Article 4.3 and 33
. 

Article 30 Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport
As in other areas, the Legislation
 in this issue 
 in the ground of discrimination is not including disability. Also does not have any special measures to protect the right to culture of disability community and ensuring equality and participation. Macedonia has not signed the Marrakech Treaty yet.   All tourist services, including accommodation facilities are not accessible for PwD. 

We recommend 

· The State must improve access to cultural life for all PwD by establishing transparent procedures, evaluation mechanisms, and binding standards for the tourist services and cultural infrastructure.

· The state must ratified and sign the Marrakesh Treaty and take proactive measures in the promotion of the cultural rights of disability community taking into consideration the ethnical character.
Article 31 Statistic and Data Collection

Macedonia collects statistics and data in different manners for everything except for disability. The state’s lack of data considering disability status is due to the non-consistent definition on what is PwD and what disability is. The mentioned register which was proposed in 2016 it completely based on the medical condition of people with disability. There is no data about women with disabilities or records of PwD - victims of violence. There is not enough research about issues of disability and even the research made by CSOs for different matters for example (how many ethnicities are employed in the Public administration) the disability is missing.
We recommend:

· The State should abolish the medical (diagnostic) and defectology approach of creating evidence of people / children with disabilities.

· The State should develop consistent approaches to the collection of data aggregated by disability type and other demographic information including gender, age, geographic location, indigenous status, ethnicity, and cultural background.

· In the preparation of the planned Census for 2020, the State should be obliged to work closely with OPDs and clearly define the questions. 

· The State should take action and oblige all institutions to make evidence of PwD and include disability based budgeting in their policy. 

Article 32 International Cooperation 

All activities that the state is undertaking in disability field are based on the support from the international cooperation. Additionally, the international agencies and donors support all activities undertaken by DPOs/OPDs. Besides all the international cooperation and support given by the State and provided to the OPDs, the State does not made any of those undertaken action sustainable.  A crucial aspect of the projects and programs funded by international agencies is the sustainability and continuity, especially when support services are being developed.  The participation of OPDs in the international cooperation is very limited due to the low capacity of OPDs, the high postulated eligibility financial criteria within the calls and tenders and non-clear support provided by the State.   

We recommend 

· That State should increase overall aid budget to commensurate with international standards, and increase budget commitment to specific disability inclusive initiatives.

· That State should actively support, create partnerships and engages with OPDs in the field of international development. 

· The State should allocate more financial support to increase the capacity of DPOs/OPDs to become competitive with the other CSOs. 

Article 33 National Implementation 

We acknowledge the efforts of the current government to establish the necessary mechanism for implementation of the Convention under Article 33. Even though the process was not done in transparent and open way; High criticism of this step is related to the fact that State didn’t involve any PwD in this composition taken into consideration the General comments on Article 4.3 and 33. According the Government decision
 the composition of this body is consisting from 13 representatives of relevant Ministries and governmental bodies and 2 representatives of OPDs. 
Considering the independent monitoring, Government need to do the process in open manner and involve wide group of OPDs, representing PwD.
. The State with the Law for invalid organization didn’t create environment for unified voice of PwD and doesn’t give proper base for involvement of representative organizations of OPDs in the Government bodies. The resent analysis
 showed that 70.5% of the persons and parents of children with disabilities consider that the work of the OPDs is not good, while 56% think that the OPD do not represent their interests accordingly.

We recommend 

· The State should take measures to prevent family members and third parties from directly or indirectly interfering with OPDs and right to be closely consulted and involved in the development and implementation of legislation and policies, in line with the General comments on 4.3 and 33.

· The State should first consult with OPDs, about the model for establishing the Monitoring mechanism and not posteriori to inform them.
· The State should not only support National Council, but OPDs too, with aim to promote advocacy, participation and empower PwD to be able to fulfill their roles under articles 4.3 and 33.3. 
Short profile of the Coalition. 

Polio Plus – movement against disability is OPDs, active creator and envoy of crucial changes in the process of building the world as society in which all PwDs will participate as equal citizens. http://www.polioplus.org.mk/page-3-1.html 

National Council of Disability Organizations of Macedonia is umbrella organization consisting of 7 DPO, with aim to ensure equal opportunities for people with disabilities in society; introduction and adherence to the principle "nothing for persons with disabilities without persons with disabilities"…  http://www.nsiom.org.mk/index.php/za-nsiom/celi-i-zadaci-na-nsiom 

Health Education and Research Association - service provider association with mission to lead citizen action and encourages social change to ensure sexual rights for all and to enable improved sexual and reproductive health education and services, especially for the marginalized communities. https://hera.org.mk/?lang=en
Open the Windows is service provider with mission to initiate and facilitate active inclusion of all people in the contemporary world through assistive technology use. http://www.openthewindows.org/en/about-us 

Helsinki Committee is organization whose mission is protection and promotion of the human rights and freedoms, as well as building democratic conditions in which they can be exercised based on the rule of law.  http://www.mhc.org.mk/?locale=en#.W13WAjozaUk 

� National Council of Disability Organizations of Macedonia: the Republic Centre for Support of Persons with Intellectual Disability – PORAKA, the National Association of Persons with Physical Disability - Mobilnost Makedonija, the National Union of Blind People of Republic Macedonia, the National Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing of Macedonia


� Constitution of R. Macedonia. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.sobranie.mk/the-constitution-of-the-republic-of-macedonia.nspx" �https://www.sobranie.mk/the-constitution-of-the-republic-of-macedonia.nspx�


� LPPD. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/pravilnici_ednakvi_moznosti/16,11-%D0%A1%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D0%94%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0.pdf" �http://mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/pravilnici_ednakvi_moznosti/16,11-%D0%A1%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D0%94%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0.pdf�


� The regulatory impact assessment. Available at:  � HYPERLINK "https://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/images/docs/propisi/17-upatstvo-za-nacinot-na-postapuvanje-vo-rabotata-na-ministerstvata-za-vklucuvanje-na-zasegnatite-strani-vo-postapkata-za-izgotvuvanje-zakoni.pdf" �https://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/images/docs/propisi/17-upatstvo-za-nacinot-na-postapuvanje-vo-rabotata-na-ministerstvata-za-vklucuvanje-na-zasegnatite-strani-vo-postapkata-za-izgotvuvanje-zakoni.pdf� 


� NCBERPWD. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nkt.gov.mk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44&Itemid=53" �http://www.nkt.gov.mk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44&Itemid=53�


� NCOPD. Available at:� HYPERLINK "http://www.nsiom.org.mk/" �http://www.nsiom.org.mk/� 


� National Strategy for equalization of the opportunities for people with invalidity 2010 – 2018. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/FINALNA%20Revidirana%20Nacionalna%20Strategija.pdf" �http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/FINALNA%20Revidirana%20Nacionalna%20Strategija.pdf� 


� Constitution of R. Macedonia. 


� The Law on prevention of and protection against discrimination.  


� “Guidelines for reasonable accommodation”. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://eprints.ugd.edu.mk/16404/1/Vodic%20za%20SP_Final_MK.pdf" �http://eprints.ugd.edu.mk/16404/1/Vodic%20za%20SP_Final_MK.pdf�    


� Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/zakoni/2017/precisten%20tekst%202015%20na%20ZEM_nov.pdf" �http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/zakoni/2017/precisten%20tekst%202015%20na%20ZEM_nov.pdf�  


� Statistic review from unemployed invalid persons. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.avrm.gov.mk/content/Statisticki%20podatoci/%D0%94%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B8%202016/PIvidinvalidnost122016.pdf" �http://www.avrm.gov.mk/content/Statisticki%20podatoci/%D0%94%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B8%202016/PIvidinvalidnost122016.pdf�   


� Statistical Review: Population and Social Statistics. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stat.gov.mk/Publikacii/2.4.17.05.pdf" �http://www.stat.gov.mk/Publikacii/2.4.17.05.pdf�


� Law for protection of children. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/%D0%97%D0%90%D0%9A%D0%9E%D0%9D__%D0%97%D0%90_%D0%97%D0%90%D0%A8%D0%A2%D0%98%D0%A2%D0%90_%D0%9D%D0%90_%D0%94%D0%95%D0%A6%D0%90%D0%A2%D0%90_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD_%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%82_juli_2016%D0%B3____.PDF" �http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/%D0%97%D0%90%D0%9A%D0%9E%D0%9D__%D0%97%D0%90_%D0%97%D0%90%D0%A8%D0%A2%D0%98%D0%A2%D0%90_%D0%9D%D0%90_%D0%94%D0%95%D0%A6%D0%90%D0%A2%D0%90_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD_%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%82_juli_2016%D0%B3____.PDF� 


� Replies to the list of issues in relation to the initial report of Republic of Macedonia after the CRPD. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRPD/Shared%20Documents/MKD/INT_CRPD_RLI_MKD_31772_E.docx" �https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRPD/Shared%20Documents/MKD/INT_CRPD_RLI_MKD_31772_E.docx�  


� “Knowledge attitudes and practices toward children with disabilities” UNICEF. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.unicef.org/tfyrmacedonia/UnicefDisabilitiesInfographsMK.pdf" �https://www.unicef.org/tfyrmacedonia/UnicefDisabilitiesInfographsMK.pdf�   


� “Knowledge attitudes and practices toward children with disabilities”, UNICEF.   


� “Knowing my rights”, Polio Plus.  


� News, Residents of Timijanik, Negotino, do not want children with special needs to be accommodated in their surroundings. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/makedonija/zhiteli-na-timjanik-negotino-protestiraat-protiv-doseluvane-na-detsa-posebni-potrebi/" �https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/makedonija/zhiteli-na-timjanik-negotino-protestiraat-protiv-doseluvane-na-detsa-posebni-potrebi/� 


� Law for buildings. Available at: http://www.aerodrom.gov.mk/Upload/Editor_Upload/stranici/%D0%A3%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BC/Zakon%20za%20gradewe%20precisten%20tekst%20redakciski.pdf;  


� Action plan for realization of projects for providing accessibilities for persons with disabilities in public objects.


� Law for transport of public traffic. Available at:  http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_site/images/storija_doc/115/zakonipat/prevoz%20vo%20apten.doc; Law for the public roads. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_-site/images/storija_doc/115/zakonipat/jav%20pat.doc" �http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_-site/images/storija_doc/115/zakonipat/jav%20pat.doc�; Law for internal navigation. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_site//images/storija_doc/115/21-11-2012/vnatresna_plovidba.doc" �http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_site//images/storija_doc/115/21-11-2012/vnatresna_plovidba.doc�; Law for air transport, Available at:  http://www.mtc.gov.mk/new_site//images/storija_doc/2224/Zakon%20za%20vozduhoplovstvo%20precisten%20tekst.doc 


� Law on Free Access to Information of Public Character. Available at:� HYPERLINK "http://www.ippo.gov.mk/docs/xFile-s/articles/zakonZaSlobodenPristapDoInfo/zakonZaSlobodenPristapDoInfo.pdf" �http://www.ippo.gov.mk/docs/xFile-s/articles/zakonZaSlobodenPristapDoInfo/zakonZaSlobodenPristapDoInfo.pdf�;  Law for sign language. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/znakoven%20jazik.doc" �http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/znakoven%20jazik.doc�; Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, Official Gazette No. 184/2013, 13/2014, 44/2014). Available at: http://mdc.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Zakon-za-Audio-i-audiovizuelni-mediumski-uslugi-prechisten-tekst-na-memorandum.pdf; Law on Data in Electronic Form and Electronic Signature. Available at: https://ca.kibs.com.mk/Repository/Repository/ZakonZaPodatociVoElektronskiOblikIElektronskiOblik.pdf 


� Consumer Protection Act. Available at: http://www.economy.gov.mk/files.php?force&file=dokumente/regulativa/vnatresen_pazar/Zakon_za_zastita_na_potrosuvaci_precisten_Vnatresen_pazar__Repaired__884231956.pdf


� Law for management with crises. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cuk.gov.mk/files/Zakon-za-upravuvanje-so-krizi.pdf" �http://www.cuk.gov.mk/files/Zakon-za-upravuvanje-so-krizi.pdf�   � HYPERLINK "https://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/policies/v.php?id=42977" �https://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/policies/v.php?id=42977� 


� Guidelines for civil protection planning. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://ipacivilprotection.eu/macedonia.html" �http://ipacivilprotection.eu/macedonia.html� 


� Law on free legal aid. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.refworld.org/docid/54edf00d4.html" �http://www.refworld.org/docid/54edf00d4.html� 


� Replies to the list of issues in relation to the initial report of Republic of Macedonia after the CRPD.


� Law on Family. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/zakoni/Zakon%20za%20semejstvo-precisten%20tekst.pdf" �http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/content/pdf/zakoni/Zakon%20za%20semejstvo-precisten%20tekst.pdf� 


� National Strategy for prevention and protection from family violence  2012 – 2015. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/nasisltvo_strategija_mkd.pdf" �http://mtsp.gov.mk/WBStorage/Files/nasisltvo_strategija_mkd.pdf� 
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